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22 December 195U 



TO i 
FROM ; 

SUBJECT: Colonel Trinh Minh The' s Support of the Na tionai”Government 



Date of Info: 21 December 195*1: 
SOURCE: 



. t 


1. Colonel Trinh Minh The has requested the National Govern- 
ment to provide village administrators for the Plaine des Jones 
region as soon as possible in order to enable Colonel The to regularize 
the administration of the region. Colonel The further has proposed 
that the Government provide him with 500,000 piasters per month for 
the next three months to finance initial propaganda and village action 
programs to’ eliminate Vietminh sympathies and win the population over 
to the nationalist cause. 


2 . Colonel The is willing to take any action desired by 
Pfesident Ngo Dinh Diem to demonstrate his support of Diem in the 
present situation. Colonel The feels that Diem‘s reputation as a 
nationalist enables him to declare his loyalty to piem without 
losing face among his own followers. But the reputation of the PoveiiT- 
ment as a whole does not permit Colonel The to declare his loyalty 
to the Government without losing face. 


3. Administrators requested by Colonel The are to be 
pfovided by the Government, probably from among younger nationalist 
supporters of Diem. The Government considers the amount of funds 
requested by Colonel The for .propaganda and village indoctrination 
efforts as a cheap price for this activity and as an insurance on 
Government efforts to keep Colonel The in a peaceful role supporting 
the present Government. 


ApprfteWWflSfeass 
Pate n — — -i 






R8 <r- is - 

****£// 







J 


' ’ f 


r * 


* ’» 


.) 


) 



U. Colonel The ’s willingness to support Piem is motivated 
by respect for Piem as. a nationalist and by The 's increasing disgust 
for the sects. Colonel lhe is currently displeased at recent efforts 
of Cao Pai Pope Pham Cong Tac to organize sect leaders in support of 
a movement designed to make Pham .Cong £ac "kijie in southern Vietnam". 
It is anticipated that t he G o v e fWi$ftt. - vx - ir have Colonel €he issue a 
statement calling upon all nationalists to support the Government. 
Colonel The would then issue e personal statement of loyalty to the 
Government, phrased in such a way as to avoid any reference to the 
Government as such. 



5. Colonel The ’s forces recently assassinated two French 
officers in the Plaine des Jones- region. In retaliation, General 
Eenucci now is attempting to organize a small Cao Paist military 
> force to engage and "punish" Colonel The ’s forces. 


Comment: 


Col&nel The continues to be independent and hot-headed although he 
is e sincere patriot and is useful to the Government in the present 
situation. .7 
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